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WEBSITE AUTHORING – Lesson #9:  Home page templates 
 
Objectives: 
When you have completed this lesson you will: 

·  Be able to create a HTML ‘template’ for any given table layout 
 
 

n� Templates 
A template is a very useful device.  It is a shape or a pattern that is used as an outline in creating 
something.  We can create a template that provides an outline for a style or layout of a home page.  Home 
pages take only a few different styles and it would be easy to have on file a small selection which would set 
us up for any situation.  For example, the home page for www.ictgcse.net has a very common layout which 

looks like this: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Banner/title 

options Main bod y details and 
text 

How many rows does this table have?                          Do you need borders? 
 
How many cells are there in these rows? 
 
 
Are you going to need to use a spanning of columns anywhere? 
 
 
Do we need to define the cell widths anywhere? 
  
 
What would the html for this look like?  Write it out here. 
 
<html> 
  <head> 
    <title>                                                                              </title> 
  </head> 
  <body> 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  </body> 
</html> 
Type this into notepad and save it as Home1.html 
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La Cala de Mijas in the south of Spain has a home page (www.lacalademijas.net) like this: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
What will the HTML look like for this?  Not as easy a question as you might think.  It could be 1 table or it 
could be 2 tables – one inside the other. 
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If it were two tables then the second would be in the right-hand cell of the second row.  That means the outer 
(first) table has the same outline as that in Home1.html – which makes things a little easier. 

�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�

Banner/title 

topic1 topic2 

topic3 topic4 options 

topic5 topic6 

Banner/title 

topic1 topic2 

topic3 topic4 options 

topic5 topic6 

If it was 1 table how many rows would there be?                  Do you need column spanning? 
 
How many columns?                  Do you need row spanning? 
 
Write the HTML here? 
 
<html> 
  <head> 
    <title>                                                                              </title> 
  </head> 
  <body> 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  </body> 
</html> 
Type this into notepad and save it as Home2.html 
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oo � Loo king for tables!!  

�
At this stage you need to get into the habit of looking at web pages in an 
investigative way.  Most web pages are versions of the templates already 
explored.  As you open a web page try and identify the tables that have 
been used. 
 
For example, look at this page on the left, that is part of the 
www.ictgcse.net website.  There is a table within a table.  It fits the same 
pattern as the La Cala de Mijas page that you have saved as 
Home3.html.  Here you are given some help because the second table, 
which lists all the different exams, has a border specified. 
 

 
Here are some more.  Look at them carefully and decide where the tables are. 

 
www.fifa.com has an easy home page for identifying tables. 
The red table has 4 rows: 

·  the first spans 2 columns 
·  the remaining 3 rows have 2 columns but the left-hand cell 

spans the 3 rows.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Now have a go at writing the HTML code for this!!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Type this into notepad and save it as Home3.html 

How would you describe the green table? 
 
 
 
 
Try and write the tags which would define this table. 
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www.boo.com is has a simple home page. 
The first row spans three columns. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Another easy one  www.cars.com  
Draw the lines where you think the table rows and  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A final one. www.musicmatch.com  
 
Again draw on the table rows and columns and then 
write out the tags for the table definition. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
By now you should have the idea about the way home pages can be laid out.  The key is in the table 
definition.  You must think very carefully on paper what you want to do.  Plan the page in diagram and then 
tags. 

What would the tags for this table look like? 

Produce the tags for the table. 


