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WEBSITE AUTHORING — Lesson #3: The structure of aweb page

Objectives:
When you have completed this lesson you will:
understand the structure of a web page
be able to insert an image into a web page and resize as required
be able to insert text into a web page
be able to adjust the flow of text around an image

n The structure of aweb page
Before anything else it is necessary to understand the structure of a web page. In lesson#1 you had a brief
look at how a web page is structured in an HTML ‘programme’. Let us quickly revise this.

An HTML document has this structure:

<html|>
<head>
various declarations go in here - the title of the page, information used by search engines, link to
a style sheet....

</head>

<body>
this is where you declare the content of the web page, the part that the visitor to the page will
actually see

</body>

</html>

<html> & </htmlI> are the opening and closing tags that indicate the beginning and end of the
document.

For this lesson we will put a couple of items in the HEAD section and concentrate on putting some content
into the BODY section.

Remember that an HTML document is a text document. That means that what is typed into the HTML
document does not have any style. In other words no direct formatting is present. If you are typing a letter in
Microsoft Word and wanted to put a heading in bold with underlining you would use formatting tools within
Word. What you saw on the screen is what would be printed out. HTML needs you to tell it how the text is
to be formatted.

In Lesson#1 the idea of tags was introduced. There are usually (not always) 2 tags for each feature that you
require: one to make the formatting start and one to make it stop.

Open Notepad on your computer.
Type in the following (indents make it easier to read):
<htmI>

<head>

<title>Web Authoring — first web page</title>

</head>

<body>

</body>

</html>

Save the document as Firstpage.html
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Go to the directory or the folder where you saved this file. You should see: QQ_LI

Firstpage. html
The document has been saved as a file that can be opened with a browser. If you opened this page it would
not look particularly impressive. At the moment there is no content to the page. There is nothing between
the two BODY tags.

From this point onwards whenever you are asked to type into your HTML document the new items
introduced in the tag will be shown in red

O Adding content — an image

Go to the website: www.ictgcse.net

Click on Practical in the left navigation bar and then open Example.html which is below Lesson #1 in
web authoring.

You will this page displayed. Right click on the picture of the satellite. Choose Save picture as...

Save the picture with the suggested name. If you have the
option of saving as .jpg then do so. If not choose one of the
other file types on offer. Do not be worried if the only choice
is .bmp

This is an example web page to he viewed together
with the first few worksheets that go with the
lessons on web authoring. If you do not have the
worksheets, 0o back to the Index Page and
choose Practical

July 13, 2004

If you did not have the option of saving as a .jpg then before
you go onto the next step use the notes from Lesson #2
(Using images) to convert the file that you have to a .jpg

Go back to Firstpage.html that you have created with
Notepad.

2 July 2004

Make a new line between the two BODY tags and type this line in: <img src="SateliteV3.jpg” />

Now save the file and then open it with your browser.

The <img> tag is used to place an image on a page. src="SateliteV3.jpg” indicates the source of the image —
in this case a file called “SateliteV3.jpg”.

Go back to the HTML document Firstpage.html and change the <img> tag to read:
<img src="SateliteVV3.jpg” border="1" alt="This is a picture of a satellite dish” />

Resave the HTML document.

Click on the refresh button of your browser. You should now see a borderline around the picture. When you
move the pointer over the picture, the little help text sentence that you have typed after the keyword alt will
appear. This is very useful because if for some reason the picture does not get displayed there is some
information that the visitor to your page will see instead.

The img tag that we have used places the picture in the page with the dimensions it was originally created
with — in this case 125 pixels wide by 256 pixels high. Maybe you do not want the picture to be that big.
What if you wanted it to be 60 wide and 100 high?

Go back to the HTML document Firstpage.html and change the <img> tag to read:
<img src="SateliteV3.jpg” border="1" width="60" height="100" alt="This is a picture of a satellite dish” />

Resave the HTML document.

Again refresh the browser. The image is smaller, as it should be. There is a very important lesson to be
learnt here. The size of the file that is used for the image remains the same. You have only changed
the dimensions of the viewed image — not the original. This is important because you might think that a
smaller image means a faster download speed. Wrong. A smaller file size will give you a faster download
speed. This would require you using a graphics application such as Adobe Photoshop or Paint Shop Pro to
resize and save the image. Change the width and height back to 125 and 256. Resave the file.
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Positioning the picture is easy. Another part of the img tag concerns where in the page the horizontal
position of the image is. Options are: left, right.

Go back to the HTML document Firstpage.html and change the <img> tag to read:
<img src=CSateliteVV3.jpg® border=°1° width=°125° height=256° alt=CThis is a picture of a satellite dish®
align=°right° />

Resave the HTML document.

Again refresh the browser. Notice that the image is now over on the right-hand side. Now place the picture
on the left.

P Adding content — text

Go to the website: www.ictgcse.net

Click on Practical in the left navigation bar and then on Example.txt beneath Example.html in web
authoring.

Save the text file as Example.txt
Copy the text and close the file.

Go back to Firstpage.html and paste the text into the document starting on a new line below the img

The text starts at the top of the page and fills in the area to the right side of the picture.

In the <img> tag change the dimensions of the picture: width 100, height 100.

What happens to the text?

What if we wanted the picture to be by itself at the top and then the text underneath? In the <img> tag
remove the align=°right® part. Save Frontpage.html and refresh your browser. The text now begins level
with the bottom of the picture. This is because the align command in the <img> tag makes the image
float along one side of the page.

Why use the word align for floating an image? | do not know! Basically it makes the text flow around the
image.

To get the text on a new line below the picture put the tag <p> immediately before the text begins. This
tag stands for paragraph and indicates that the text is to start on a new line.

Now resize the image back to its original dimensions: width 125, height 256.
To get the image in the centre you need a tag <center> in a new line between the <body> and <img>

tags and a </center> tag immediately after the <img> tag.
[note the use of the American spelling for centre]

Save Frontpage.html and refresh your browser.
Finally place the tag <hr width=°75%°> between the </center> And <p> tags.

This gives you a centred horizontal line 75% of the width of the page.

That is all you need to know for the moment about placing text and images. The important things to
remember are:

Images can be made to float to the left or right of the page using the align command in the <img> tag

To centre an image by itself you use the <center>, </center> tags

To force text into a new paragraph you use the <p> tag.
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