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WEBSITE AUTHORING – Lesson #10:  Linking to other pages 
 
Objectives: 
When you have completed this lesson you will: 

·  Be able to create a link to another part of a web page 
·  Be able to create a link to another page by clicking on some text 
·  Be able to create a link to another page by clicking on an image 
·  Be able to make the linked page open in a new window 

 
 

n� Links 
Links are very important devices.  They allow a person who is browsing your website to move from one 
page to another.  There are various ways of achieving this.  You will have plenty of experience of using 
these.  For example, the home page for www.ictgcse.net has a list in the left-hand column.  Each of the 
‘options’ is a link to another page.  If you look at the ‘Practical’ page where these worksheets are located 
there are plenty of examples of links using text.  
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Any link has 3 parts:  

·  a destination – what we want to happen/ where to go when the visitor clicks the link 
·  a label – what the visitor sees and clicks on to activate the link, this can be an image or text 
·  the target – this is often ignored, but is required if you want the new page to be in a new window. 

 

o   Text links 
The format of a text link is: 

<a href=”page.html”>text to be clicked on</a> 
 
 
On the web page the pointer changes to a hand when it passes over the text.  Clicking will take the visitor to 
the page:  page.html 
 
You do have to be careful when doing this.  The reference page.html  is a relative reference.  This means 
that the browser will look for page.html  in a location relative to where the current page is located.  In this 
case that would be in the same directory/folder.  To move around directories you need to understand how to 
the structure of a tree or hierarchical directory.  Mostly your pages and images will all be collected together in 
the same folder so this is not important. 
 
A special case might be when you want to link to another site completely.  This would be the link: 

<a href=”http://www.sitename.com”>text to be clicked on</a> 
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YY   Links using images 
Links that use images are obviously more appealing to the visitor but take more time for you the writer of the 
page.  You also need to be familiar with using a graphics package in order to create the images that are 
going to be used.  This time the `label' part of the tag contains the source (location) of the graphic that is to 
be used.  For example, the image link to Adobe for downloading Acrobat Reader looks like this: 
 

<a href="http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/readstep2.html"><img src="Images/GetReader.gif"></a> 
 
 

 
 
 
Z   Linking to another part of the same page 
Sometimes you will have come across a website where there is perhaps an index at the top of the page.  
When you click on a link letter you get taken to another position in the same page. 
 
For example on the Cambridge examination 
board page (www.cie.org.uk) for subjects 
you see: 
 
 
Clicking on a letter will take you further down the page to save you scrolling instead. 
 
To achieve this kind of link an additional item is necessary.  In the link you will make the label point to a 
particular place in the page, so at that position something is needed to identify it. 
 
Your link might be: 

<a href=” #letterB” >Family name starts with ‘B’</a> 
 

Further down the HTML document where the family names begin with the letter `B' begin you need to place: 

<a name=” letterB” >B</a> 
 

In the first link #letterB  is the name of an anchor which it finds in the second link.  The browser will look 
for the named anchor in the document and will then display the page with that point at the top of the window.  
In the second link you do not actually require any displayed text      but it is very useful so that the visitor to 
the site realises that something has happened after they have clicked on the first link.  If you wish to leave 
out the displayed text then the above example could have been written:  

<a name=” letterB” /a> 
 
And finally… 
[   Link to another page BUT open it in new window 
Often you might want to open the page you have linked to in another window.  The window you have linked 
from stays open allowing the visitor to move between the two windows.  To do this an additional piece of 
information is needed in the link to open the page. 

<a href=ºpage.htmlº target=º_blankº >text to be clicked on</a> 
 
target=”_blank”  tells the browser that the page that is to be displayed needs to open in a new window. 
 
 
There are no practical items in this sheet simply because you can add links to any of the other pages that 
you have created.  Add text or graphic links, opening in the same or a new window.  Try any combination but 
get them to work.  
 
This has been quite an easy topic.  The ideas are simple but if you think carefully about how to use them the 
results can be impressive. 
 
Good luck. 
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